4                  SANITY IN SEX
transgressor suffered the social penalty of ostracism, or worse.
No doubt it was a sublime comfort to the early fathers, wrapped up in their rigid theological dogma, to have been blessed with the belief that the biblical parents of the human race were both ushered into the world without the taint of carnal sin, as they would have it. This satisfaction could have been exceeded only by their mortification over the fact that they were not similarly begotten.
The intellectually emasculated atmosphere of this early period, on questions relating to sex, had drifted down, with some modifications but with no healthy change, to the beginning of the war. The modifications, indeed, were principally those that had been established by the more progressive individuals in the complex intercourse of their modernized social life. But this tendency toward the rationalization of thought was essentially a private matter. Therefore, what should have been a subject of broad public interest was in reality one of strictly private concern. Furthermore, some questions that ought to have been of deep pub-